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THE DISASTER TO THE YELLOWSTONZ ELK HERD. 


Now thet the fects are measurably escertiinec anc the 
possibilities determined concerning the disester v..ich has Ye- 
fallen one of the Natkon's most splendid possessio:s, the Yellov- 
stone Elk Herd, the situation should be authoritatively leid bde- 
fore the members of the Association. Newspvaper accounts fer uncer- 
stated the truth. 


The herd normally conteins 30,000 elk. It hes come cown 
in uninterrupted descent from the great wild-life days dvetore the 
coming of the white man. It naturally divides into two precticelly 
equal parts which are spoken of as the Northem and the Sonthem 
herds. When the park, which is a lofty shallow volcenic bowl, 
collects heavy snows in winter, the Northern Herd drifts into the 
mountains north end east to wind-swept slopes often across the 
perk boundary where grazing may be found by pawing up the lighter 
snow. The Southern Herd drifts East and South, gathering in léerge 
numbers in Jackson Hole, the area which it is proposed to add to 
the Ycllowstone National Park. Hay is usually storec here to feed 
4,000 elk. 


In order to protect the elk from the hunters who surrounc 
the perk during the open season, the Legislature of Wyoming hes set 
apart game preserves along the eastern and southern vdowndaries. 

But Montane has refused to protect the northern bouncery with @ 
Similor game preserve, and this year even extended the elk-shooti"- 
season at the park boundary from October 15 to December 24. 


In late October of this year began a series of storms 


in the Yellowstone region unequalled in severity for more then 
thirty yeers. Snow fell to such dep th that both herds were in- 
mediately driven out of the park cand even, in many cases, be- 
yon@ the game preserves, for the previous Summer hed been dry 
and unproductive of the usual quentity of grass; the Northern 
Herd passed fer beyond its usual winter haunts, and descerded in 
great numbers into the lower vclley of the Yellowstone. 








With news of this, Montana hunters immediately gathered in 
unprecedented numbers north of the perk boundary. There was no 
limit to the licenses issued. Men who had never hunted rushed to 
the park to get en elk. The valley and mountain slopes quickly be- 
came crowed ~ with armed men, and the elk fell in extraordinary num- 
bers, many of them just after crossing the park line, others miles 
up the reilowstone valley. 


In the excitement of the general slaughter, even the 
Montena law, which limits the kill but pemits the shooting of does 
and favns was forgotten. Men fired by volleys into the wandering 
bands, scarcely taking time to aim, heedless of law or sportsmanship, 
carried out of their senses by greed of flesh. It recalled the 
dreadful last days of the buffalo. The valley became a slaughter 
pen. 


The fact that thousands of these elk had no fear of men, 
having become eccustomed to tovrists within the sanctuary of the 
national park where they were petted and fed and often grazed in 
large bands, like cattle, cround the hotels and inhabited dwellings 
of ammoth Hot Springs, made the spectacle one of special horror. 


Carcasses were shipped out daily by the car load and train 


It is probable that, by Christmas, between 6,000 and 7,000 
elk were thus slaughtered outright, and that between 2,000 and 3,000 
afterward died in the Montana mowitains from wounds inflicted by 
careless or inefficient marksmanship, or by shooting for general 
results into bands. In this wey was the proud Northern Herd of 
15,000 elk reduced to a probable 6,000. 


Following the slaughter, starvation faced both herds, for 
the excessive snows covered the grazing lands too deeply for even 
the industrious feet of the elk to penetrate. Ten thousand of the 
Southern Herd gathered in Jaclksson Hole, where there was only hey for 
4,000. The remnants of the Northem Herd were scattered for afield. 


But starvation happily has been averted for the Southern 
Herd threugh the activity of Director E. M. Nelson of the JU. S. 
Biological Survey, who has been able to divert other appropriations 
to meet the emergency. Seven hundred additionsl tons of hay have 
just been purchased, and enough more is in sight to save the situa- 
tion there. 


The remnont of the Northern Herd hes stiil to be provided 
for. Sup erintends nt Hoz aCe Mi. Albright cf the Yellcewstone Naticnal 
Park spent his next spring's road-improvement money for cdditional 
hay, but still more is needed end there is no more money legally 
available 








The National Parks Associntion became cctive -s soon as 
frcts developed sufficiently to indicate 2 useful port. It then 
lost no time in placing the facts and conditions before many 
sister cssocistions, urging then to trke such helpful section as 
each decmcd appropricte. iiost of these promptly reported their 
esgerness to help. 


As one result of - conference w*th three other orgeni- 
zations in New York City, the Netioncl Perks Associntion, on De- 
cember 15, with eleven days still reasining before the Montana Elk 
no yh 2 Secnson closed, sent the following telegrem to the Governor 
of Montana: 


Hon. Semuel V. Stewert, Governor of Montana, Helene, 
Montana. Five thousand of the world-celebrated Yellowstone 
Netioneal Park elk herd heve clresdy been shot this season in 
Montene, just over the park border, dangerously depleting 
the stock. The widersigned, in defense of one of America's 
noblest wild cnimal possessions, cask you by executive ection 
to stop the slnughter at once, and to use your official in- 
fluence for the crention this year of = game preserve on the 
Montene side of the perk similsr to those which Wyoming hes 
created on the perk's castern and scuthern bounderies; clso 
for the modification of the game lews which now permit six 
weeks of shooting ct the nationsi pork line, which during 
winters of excepticnally heavy snow, like the present, the 
elk necessarily cross in search of food. The loss by shoote 
ing of 2 large pert of the herd is a national calenity. 

Sipned=- _ 

Robert Sterling Yord, 
Executive Secretary, Nation.l Parks Association. 
Edmund Seymour, 
President; American Bison Socicty. 
John B. Burnhan, 
President, American Game Protective end Prop-g.tion 
Association. 
William B. Greely, 
Chairmen, Conservation Committee, Camp Fire Club 
of America. 


But the senson wes not close chend of schedule. The 
Sleughter continued until Christmes eve. 


There is no session cf the liontana legislexture this 
winter, 2nd means have still to be perfected to secure the protecce 
tion north of the Yellowstone veark boundary which will be necessery 
to sefeguerd the Northern Herd in future and to enrdle it to ree 
cuperete by Nationel increase. Prectical suggestions to this ena 
are celled for. A capable committee of the Associction must be 
organized. 
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Meantime tho feeding of the northern remnant remeins. 

The Department of the Interior hes enough hey on hand to lest till 
the end of March, but only by underfeeding, and this is no winter 
to underfeed. After thet it will be six weeks or more before the 
snows will melt eno ugh to enm-bie the elk to find sufficient living, 
and what period may be lengthened by 2 lcete winter. Superintendent 
Albright estimetes that it will take $6,000 to sce the denger 
through, and @ bill before Congress is prepering for that amount. 


So we face egnin the question of Congressional delsy. 
Coneress mcy put this bill th 1rough promptly, or, with its enormous 
legislative progrom, it my not pess it until too late to help 
materially. Who will predict? Mcentime neighborhood hey stocks 
ere lessening rapidly and the price is rising. 


Meantime, slso, contributions ore reaching the Nationel 
Parks Association for the rescue of the Elk; cll money received 
for the purpose will be spent for the purchase of hey under the 
supervision of the Superintendant of the Yellowstone National Perk. 
The Associetion will keep its members cdvised of developments in 
the situation. If it becomes necesscry to raise money quickly, a 
coll will be sent out for all members to mnke collections. But 
it is to be hoped that Comgress will act in good time. 


Robert Sterling Yard, 


Executive Secretary. 





